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local, and it's happening fast.

s the muddy floodwaters subsided, images of a drowned
city were quickly repladec bjﬁ-imges of an industrious one.
Nashville businesses and residents rapidly began the cleanup
and recovery process after the devastating floods of May,4
and 2, pitching in to rebuild and lend their neighbors a hand.
Although“overwhelmed and saddened by the destruction;

everyone’s first question seemed to be: How can I help? >> | & -~ The Metro Codes Department has

issued more than 3,000 l':LJi]-;iil'l_'_: Fl:.‘l‘ll'l'lt'.-'-

to catch up with a 1'3;11‘[:]1‘.15; of 11,000 prop-

erties damaged by the flood.

" T .. Three major landmarks are well on
Floodwaters rose 4 feet above the their way to showcasing stronger, more

- Grand Ole Opry House stage on : ok TSR
May 3. By May 7, the remediation robust spaces that exceed the buildings
procﬁqmi wasg under way (right). original grandeur. Kenovations to the
Schermerhom Symphony Center wall

be complete in December, includ-
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systems, and basement-leve fa L

CONTRACTORS electrical and mechanical systems. At

the Gaylord Opryland Resort, a mas-

gAK(aEEC:IﬁNF-lI-_%ROD ::.'nl': ::rw_'rhu:ll of the l:‘hhi-ﬂ.'!.;, signature
| TA

&Y RECOVERY

2

—

T
N~ | w >,

s 1 -':l:;--:::-'t- "l . - = . ¥ o [t i, Y _— iy Fa * i .I'L. o : | s ; 3 _-',qf“'-r' 1 . Ly
lon-£CEGTHYi Seplember a0l 0 — —— s == g | | L R CERR S || i AR B LS T TR B o A 2010 Ggpstruction BUVIEH 19 <

I = =Y IR e i T ey e Ililrﬂ -a.-r' ﬁ'-;'r




Rebuilding

restaurants and several guestrooms will be
complete in November. The Grand Ole
Opry House will reopen next month,

Here's the story of how several stand-
out construction companies called upon
their patience, experience and ingenuity
to help local businesses rise out of a tragic
disaster.

BRINGING THE SYMPHONY
BACK TO MUSIC CITY
Alan Valentine, president and CEO of the
Nashville Symphony Orchestra, didn't start
to worry about the rising loodwaters until
Sunday night, May 2. Like many other
leaders of local companies and institu-
tions, he tried to carry on with business as
usual, hoping the worst wouldn't happen.
The night before, the symphony hosted
its scheduled concert, Mahler’s Symphony
No. 5, despite water beginning to seep
into the basement. On Sunday morning,
it hosted auditions for principal oboe, with
musicians visiting from all over the world
to vie for the coveted chair. While the
Schermerhorn Symphony Center wasn't
technically located in the map of the flood
plain, the waters rose nonetheless,

Just after the oboe auditions finished,
Nashville Electric Service gave symphony
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e Schermerhorn Symphony Center,

staff just five minutes’ notice that it was about
to shut off the symphony hall’s power. The
backup generators kicked on, but the stage
lifts=—one for a grand piano and another
spanning the front of the stage—were not
on the emergency power system, Neither
were the eight steel chair wagons weighing
more than 90,000 pounds each, which can
be motonized to conceal theater seats and
reveal hardwood ballroom flooring,

Without a way to lift equipment from
the basement, or to extract materials by
flipping the chair wagons, Valentine knew
trouble was on the way.

The river crested at 52 feet on Monday
evening, May 3, causing the water table
to rise. The force of the water cracked

_a world-class music venue (pictured here and below
before the flood), sustained 540 million in damages.
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the floor slab of the Schermerhorn, filling
the 2-story subbasement with 22 feet of
WALEr,

This is where 10 of the symphony
hall’s 11 massive air handlers—designed
to mask airflow noise and help create
pristine sound conditions above—were
housed. Electrical switchgear, commer-
cial kitchen equipment, E;m::p.u:t tables
and chairs, custom-made musical instru-
ments, the console for a 3,568-pipe
organ and the elevator systems also were
locared on the basement level.

The Nashville Symphony estimates the
total damages at $40 million tor cleanup,
remediation, debris removal and recon-
struction, as well as lost business.
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